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BIOGBAPHICAL SKETCH
one .the ious
abide the consequences.     The draft of the following lefcfct    was found among his papers after his death;
To Robert Douglas:
"16 FLUDYER ST., WESTMINST]  . March 3, 1849.
...And now, my dear Robert, as you have hitherto bee of my most intimate and most loved friends, I must tell y< reason of my leaving home at this time. It is, that my rel opinions differ much as to facts, though I hope not much in from those of most of my friends. When my father died, felt that I could not live longer with the other members of our 1 mily withholding from them my real sentiments, and I thought ;hat, if I disclosed them, it would probably be necessary for me 1 live away from home. On this account, however painful the ffort was, and gloomy the prospect before me, I tore myself way from my friends; and on arriving in London, I made the hole case known to those of our family, who are in Glasgow a 1 in Belfast; but I have since received letters from them indie ting such a spirit of true kindness and love on their part as has lade me quite happy.
I believe, then, in one God the Creator, the Preserver the Governor of all other beings; and I believe that Hi given us, while we are in this world, no other revelati' Himself but that contained in His wonderful works, and ii ideas which He has implanted in our minds, or rather whic. has adapted our minds to receive.
I think we should never neglect to pray to Him, an we should keep constantly before us the idea expressed in the T >rds ' Thou, God, seest me.' I thus see that much is left in obsc rity to us in our present state; but I firmly hope and trust that hen we die we shall enter into closer communion with our Maker.
As might have been expected, this simple straightfor ard confession tended rather to endear the man to those who ah ady knew and loved him, than to give rise to any estrangement; b ; ho continued to live in London working with Professor Lewis Go Ion.
In 1851 he decided to accede to his sister Anna's ea test request to come and settle as a Civil Engineer in Belfast, ^ ere conditions were more favourable for his inventions, coal 1 ing dearer and less used than in England, and water power : ore available. Here he opened an office for engineering pra< ice, and very soon found himself among a large circle of cong lial people. His brother-in-law, William Bottomley, was a mei ber of the Literary Society of which his own father had jen